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TAQUITZ PEAK

Climbing up about 1,500 feet and backpacking about six miles, we
reached our campsite. We set up tents and took a little break.

The final ascent of about 300 feet to Taquitz Peak was
accomplished by the Noon hour. We ate lunch atop the fire lookout
tower with a 360-degree view of the scenery. Upon returning

to camp, plans were made for cooking our supper meal, and we
realized the noodle dinner would use up all our water, leaving
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two scouts went to the San
Jacinto mountains for our pre-
trek hike. On Friday night (July
6) we arrived at Camp Emerson
in Idyllwild, CA and set up our
tents.

While everybody took a siesta, | ventured out to Taquitz Creek to
find it dry as we had been warned. Then up the creek, | saw a bird
apparently taking a bath. In a dry creek?? I rock scrambled up

the hill to find a good puddle with water trickling in. The pool was
deep enough to scoop out several gallons of water, and this outing

After a quick start breakfast of ended on a successful, happy note.

hot oatmeal, we drove about five
miles to the trailhead at Humber
Park. There the Devil's Slide
trail leads one up 2.5 miles to

a saddle junction of trails: one
toward Mt. San Jacinto and the
other toward Taquitz Peak — our
destination.

Scouts on this backpacking adventure were: Ralph Sathre and
Jamie Robertson. Adults on this outing were: Al and Lizzie
Bispo, Ralth Sathre, and Eric Gershon. Special thanks to Andrew
Robertson for vehicle support. (Al Bispo)

There was a warning sign at the
trailhead letting us know that all
streams on the mountain were
dry and to bring all the water
that we would need. We loaded
up as much as we could carry
and set off on the trail.
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RRA TREK 2007

This year’s Sierra Trek was enjoyed by four scouts and six adults.
The week-long adventure began on Sunday, August 12, as we
drove the 400 miles into King’s Canyon National Park. We spent
Sunday night at Moraine Campground near the trailhead at
Highway 180 road’s end. After witnessing some meteor showers,
we finally went to sleep at 10 p.m. only to be awakened around 5 &=
a.m. by an apparent bear in a nearby campsite. \

After picking up our back country camping permit at the ranger
station, we were finally on our way at 8:30 a.m. on Monday
morning. The first four miles to Mist Falls were relatively easy

as we hiked along the south fork of the King’s Canyon river, but
soon the switchbacks up and into Paradise Valley canyon began.
We choose the middle Paradise Valley Camp at 6.7 miles to be
our first night’s campsite.

Amazingly there were few mosquitoes and lots of deer — up to 10,600 feet. We passed

— like five of them — meandering through our site like two lakes along the way (Dollar

pets. Lake and Arrowhead Lake)

Day 2 (Tuesday) was another uphill day. We started the ~ before settling on a campsite at
hike at the 5,000-foot elevation and at the end of this the middle of Rae Lake. This was
day, we would already be at 8,500 feet. The scenery to be our layover day site for
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was beautiful along
the way and just
before we reached our
next camp, we came
upon a suspension
bridge (similar to the
monkey bridge we
display at the Scout
Fair). This bridge was
about 50 feet long and
about 25 feet above
the creek below.

On the third day of
hiking (Wednesday),
we only had 6.5 miles
to go to reach the Rae
Lakes, but there was
so much elevation
gain in this stretch

Thursday also.

The scouts enjoyed some good
swim time here both days.

After a pancake breakfast on
Thursday morning, several
adults did a mini-day hike to
check out the trail ahead. Just
about everyone chose today to
wash their clothes. A fisherman
at a nearby camp offered us
five golden trout that he caught
and invited the scouts to use his
pole to catch more. After about
an hour, they returned with six
more trout (each scout catching
at least one). On top of our
planned meal of chicken noodle
soup, the trout fried up in butter
made for a tasty meal.
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Sierra Trek (cont’d)

Friday morning after a quick start
breakfast, everyone was out of camp
and on the trail by 7:15 a.m. In two
hours time, we switchbacked up

two miles from 10,600 feet to 12,000
feet. The view on top of the pass was
spectacular. We took several group
pictures and then started the even
steeper descent from the pass. Upon
leveling off, we made good time
reaching Vidette Meadow for our
lunch break. This place is notorious
for bears (we had not seen one yet),
so we ate quickly and moved on. This
was to be our longest backpacking
day at 11.5 miles, and we arrived late
at 3:30 p.m.

After some good swim time in

Bubbs Creek, we filtered water and
prepared our final supper of black
bean soup. A scout troop from
Newport Beach was camped next to
us and invited us over for a campfire
get-together. We exchanged camping
experiences and meals selections
and were surprised to find out they
ate mostly dehydrated foods and
that their trek fee was $290 per
person (this did include a night’s
stay at a motel on the way home and
steak dinner. Remember that Troop
260’s Trek fee this year was only
$100 per person (no steak dinner
included).

Scouts on this year’s trek were:
Bryan Hatton, Ralph Sathre, Andrew
Walter, and Jamie Robertson. Adults
were: Al and Lizzie Bispo, Ralph
Sathre, Bill Magnuson, Eric Gershon,
and Marco Sclippa. (Al Bispo)
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gre emerald bay pics
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The dates for this year’s trip are October 19, 20, and 21.
We are doing the segment of the river from just below
the city of Parker, AZ to just about Blythe, CA (at AJA
Quinn). We will depart Friday night (Oct 19) for our river
campsite (two nights) at Lost Lake Resort - about 31

miles north of Blythe.

On Saturday morning, after a quick start breakfast, we

will be transported to the river launch site just helow Parker, AZ. The canoers will go with the flow of the river back to
Lost Lake Resort (about 20 miles on day 1). A huge dinner of soit tacos will put an end to the Saturday adventure. Aiter
another quick start breakfast on Sunday, the canoers will launch irom Lost Lake Resort for the final 15-mile journey to

<CALENDANABRS

Date(s)

Sep 15
Sep 21
Oct 8

Oct 13
Oct 19-21
Nov 10-11
Dec 1
Dec 2
Dec 15

Event

Torrey Pines 6-Mile Hike
Troup Court of Honor
TLC/Committee Meeting
Eagle Court of Honor
Colorado River Canoe Trip
Backpack Training
Mt. Laguna Hike/Campout
Mistletoe Picking

Scout Family Christmas Party

TROOGOP 26©

meets wee/cé/ on Wf)azr @ 7:00 pm. at 5t. Marvk’s Church on Clasvemont Drive.
Go to our web site @ /(ﬁp://www.tzw.wm ]%1/ move Wmamn

Location Contact
Torrey Pines State Reserve Tim Wagner
St. Mark’s Social Hall Bob Hout
St. Mark’s Room 10 Nick Maglio
St. Mark’s Church Andrew Walter
Parker, AZ to Blythe, CA Ralph Sathre
Mataguay Al Bispo
Mt. Laguna Al Bispo
Santa Ysabel Ranch Al Bispo
Bispo Residence - University City Al Bispo
— Sepmrubec



